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Celtics blow out

Hawks

Amid fighting,
Rice praises
Iraqi progress

Secretary of State pays
surprise visit to Baghdad

By KAREN DEYOUNG
and ERNESTO LONDONO
The Washington Post

Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice made
an unannounced visit to Baghdad yesterday to
promote what she called the “coalescing cen-
ter” of Iragi politics around the government of
Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki.

The visit followed a mghtln’mlenve ﬂghﬂng
mtheSaﬂrCiWhelﬂbnﬁmdnf Baghdad
after radical Shiite cleric Mugtada al-Sadr on
Saturday threatened to wage a full-scale war
against the U.S.-backed Iraqi government.

The fighting continued during Rice’s visit. A
ceremony at which she unveiled a plague com-
memorating civilian deaths in the Green Zone
was briefly delayed a “duck and cover”
alert, one of several during her six-hour visit to
the fortified compound housing the US.
Embassy and much of the Iraqi government.

The first of three rocket attacks occurred
while she was meeting with Maliki at his office.
In the second attack, as she returned to the
Green Zone from a meeting with Iragi Presi-
dentJathaJahanLamheisweHnannm

between the embassy and the main U.S, dining
Enhi;f A US. official sald two people were

The third attack came as Rice was complet-
ing a tour of the tactical operations center in
theembass:.-nnherwayt.othemmony
Those ws.ltmg for her to appear took shelter in
‘hallways until the all-clear was sounded, while
Rice stayed in the operations center and
watched tracking screens the rock-
et's launch site in Sadr Cltyam:l its trajectory.

The Green Zone has come under steady
bombardment from Sadr City, home to al-
Sadr's Mahdi Army militia, sinee U.S. and
I.mqi troops began moving into the area sever-

al weeks ago.

Abu Zainad, a spokesman for Sadr in Sadr
City, said U.S. helicopters hovered over the
area all night. In recent weeks, U5, forces
have been dmpping Hellfire missiles and low-
yield bombs in eastern Baghdad targeting
fighters firing rockets.

Few helicopters were flying yesterday, how-
ever, as dust hung over the city. U.S. air opera-
tions have been sporadically hindered over the
past week as severe dust storms have swept
through the area. Visibility was so poor during
Rice's visit that security officials cancelled
plans to fly into the city from a U.S. military
airfield and instead made the trip by road con-
vy,

See IRAQ - A7
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he's down with
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A monument fit for a mountain

Architect’s vision for Old Man memorial > Vi)
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to back it up.

is grand in design and cost,
and he has the blueprints
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Begging
for Islam
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MONITOR COLUMNIST

w Jersey's Francis
Treves believes the Old
Man of the Mountain, wha
died quietly in his sleep
five years ago, deserves a
tribute fit for a king.

He compares our state symbol to
Mount Rushmore and the Statue of
Liberty, a cash cow that tourists trav-
eled hundreds, even thousands, of
miles {o see.

And Treves, an architect, says he
has the blueprint for a memorial that
will blow you away. He also has the
eredentials to back up his words, an
award-winning idea made of glass
that glistens and glows and makes
you wonder if we're heading in the
right direction. Meanwhile, fundrais-
ing for the state-approved Old Man
monument is behind the
schedule that hoped to meet
OVET @ YEar ago.
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Treves's idea would take even
‘more time and money to become real-
ity, but he has a grand vision for what
he hopes will once again be a grand
attraction.

“It has to be sort of a destination,”
Treves said by phone this week from
Princeton, N.J, “People say, ‘I want to
g0 e the Grand Canyon. It's s0
immense, how do I go, where do 1 go,
do [renlaearandgotntheedge"’

“¥ou can't put your finger entirely
on the Old Man, but you carn't gener-
ate the kind of interest in going to the
North Country without something
that will have a little appeal.”

Who is this Treves guy? Why does
an architect from Jersey care about
what we're to honor the Old
Man, that hard-nosed symbol
who guarded Franconia Notch with a
soothing sense of power for 10,000
years?

Because Treves has a summer
home in New London. And because
he sees the site of the late Old Man as
a chance to create a bold, ambitious
project that, while far costlier than
the $4.3 million price tag we have for
a memorial now, will attract more

people here than King Kong in mid-
town Manhattan

“These are gmnt monuments,”

See OLD MAN - A7






